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3 February 2026
Dear Friends of the Herzog August Bibliothek:

In 2025, the HAB grant program celebrated a big anniversary: fifty years! That
is how long the HAB grant program has been in existence. The library has
dedicated a page to giving the history of the program: https://www.hab.de/50-
jahre-stipendienprogramme-an-der-hab/. They also set up a collaborative
whiteboard for HAB friends and guests, which is filled with lovely posts and
photos, Flinga - 50 Jahre Stipendienprogramm an der HAB:
https://flinga.fi/s/FSYY727

While I was not there in 1975, I have spent most of my academic career
researching regularly at the HAB, beginning in 1989 as a newly minted ABD
doing predissertation research to, most recently, spending a quiet snowy start to
2026 working on my third book in Wolfenbiittel, my favorite place to write. In
between I have had a Findel-Stipendium, a postdoc grant, and a Hans und
Helga Eckensberger-Stiftung grant and spend many happy stints as a guest
scholar at the HAB. I know many of you have been recipients of the grants that
the HAB has provided, some several times over their careers. Regardless of
career stage, time spent at the Herzog August Bibliothek has been and
continues to be a vital moment in so many of our careers. It is not only the
astounding collection of early modern books and the remarkable collection of
journals and monographs related to all early modern fields. It is also the
wonderful staff in the library, research, and grant offices and the scholars met
in the reading room, at coffee in the Zeughaus kitchen and Anna-Vorwerk-
Haus garden, and over meals around Wolfenbiittel that make time at the HAB
so productive and pleasant.
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AFHAB Membership
As always, the membership of the AFHAB seeks to help others experience
what we have in the past. For those of you who are already members, thank
you for your continuing support of the Friends of the HAB. At this point in
time, thanks to your generosity, we have a healthy balance of $105,429.04.
This balance notwithstanding, your support ($50 annually for regular
membership or more if you are able; $25 for graduate students and retirees) is
vital if we are to continue our mission in support of early modern studies at the
HAB and more generally through our support of Friihe Neuzeit Interdisziplindr
(FNI) conference FNI. We are attaching the application for FRIENDS-
membership and invite you to become a member or renew your membership
for 2026 if you have not already done so.

This year, we expect to award more conference and travel grants than usual, in
part because FNI will be held in Wolfenbiittel this year (see below for more
information). We have already set aside a larger portion of our annual grant
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budget for this purpose, with additional support specifically for this purpose
from Randolph Head. Travel to Germany will be more expensive for U.S.-
based graduate students than a typical FNI conference, so we are hoping to
augment how much we can provide to doctoral students and recent graduates to
help them present at the conference.
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AFHAB Grants
I can report that everything has pretty much returned to normal at the HAB,
with more scholars returning to use the library. It is not quite as full as it was
before the pandemic, but it can get pretty lively at coffee, especially during the
summer and early fall months. As has been true over the last few years during
and after the pandemic, we have received fewer inquiries about grants, but that
is beginning to change. However, we are happy to receive more. Please let
colleagues know about us and encourage your students and younger colleagues
to apply for funding!

If you are looking for information about the AFHAB grants (or just more
information about the AFHAB), you can find that at the following locations:

1. The AFHAB sections of the doctoral and young scholars fellowships page
(https://www.hab.de/en/doctoral-and-young-scholars-fellowships/)

2. On the affiliated society (https://www.hab.de/stiftungen-und-freundeskreise/)
webpages and documents.

3. In addition, you can also find information about us on the following site:
(https://www.gdf-hab.de/american-friends-of-the-hab/) on the Gesellschaft
der Freunde Herzog August Bibliothek webpage.

4. Using a generous definition that includes many former fellows and friends of
the AFHAB beyond North America, I set up a private Facebook page for
AFHAB members (https://www.facebook.com/groups/179131302880730).
Here people have shared memories and HAB related information and used
the platform to organize conferences sessions. Please feel free to join that
page or send me a request to add you.

5. You can also contact me at AFHAB@arizona.edu.
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2026 AFHAB Sponsored Sessions
If you are looking to hear updates on what scholars have done after they left
the HAB, to present material yourself on what you did during your time at the
HAB, or just to catch up on the friends you made, consider these opportunities:

Renaissance Studies Conference: The 2026 RSA Conference is scheduled for
19-21 February in San Francisco. The AFHAB program chair for RSA, Dwight
TenHuisen (dwight.tenhuisen@calvin.edu), submitted 3 AFHAB panels,
including a panel titled, “Looking Forward, Looking Back: Ten Years of
American Friends of Herzog August Bibliothek at RSA,” on Friday, Feb. 20, at
2:30, in the Continental Ballroom 9, in the Hilton. We all look forward to
attending these sessions and hope to see many of you in San Francisco.
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Friihe Neuzeit Interdisziplindr Conference: The 10™ International Conference
of FNI, with the topic “The Mobility of People, Ideas and Objects between the
German-Speaking Lands and the World beyond Europe” will take place 20-22
May 2026 at the Herzog August Bibliothek, in Wolfenbiittel:
https://www.hab.de/event/the-mobility-of-people-ideas-and-objects-between-
the-german-speaking-lands-and-the-world-beyond-europe/. If you are planning
to attend without presenting a paper, please register in advance by sending an
email to forschung@hab.de.

Sixteenth Century Society Conference: The 2026 SCS Conference will take
place 29-31 October in Chicago. That CFP should be circulating soon:
https://sixteenthcentury.org/conference/2026-chicago/. The AFHAB program
chair for SCS, Evan Johnson (evan.johnson.historian@gmail.com), will
continue in his role as session organizer for this conference. So, please contact
him if you are interested in participating in an AFHAB session in Chicago.
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Things to Keep in Mind When Planning a Visit to the HAB

1. The HAB is happy to help guests who wish to stay in Wolfenbiittel find
accommodations. For more information, please contact forschung@hab.de.

2. The opening hours in the Zeughaus reading room are M-F 9:00—-18:00.

. Renovation work is ongoing in the Augusta, with occasional restrictions on
the availability of some collections: https://www.hab.de/wp-
content/uploads/2022/12/Einschraenkungen-bei-der-Nutzung-von-
Bestaenden_aktualisiert.pdf.

4. Work with the manuscripts in the Augusta reading room is possible
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays 9.00-13.00; Wednesday and Thursday,
9.00-16.00. Please make a reservation to use the reading room, at least three
workdays in advance, by contacting auskunft@hab.de.
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We again ask those among you who have been awarded AFHAB travel
stipends in the past to send us your news about any publications and
presentations based on your research at the HAB.

We wish you all the best for a happy New Year, the upcoming spring semester,
and hope to see you again soon in Wolfenbiittel!

Sincerely,
Beth Plummer, President

Sigrun Haude, Secretary/Treasurer
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