
CFP 

The American Friends of the Herzog August Bibliothek  

Annual Conference of Renaissance Society of America, Philadelphia 2027 

 
The American Friends of the Herzog August Bibliothek (AFHAB) seeks panels and papers for the annual 

conference of the Renaissance Society of America (RSA), which will convene at the Philadelphia Marriott 

Downtown in Philadelphia, PA, from March 11-13, 2027. 

Panels from all areas of early modern scholarship that reflect research undertaken at the Herzog August 

Bibliothek.  Various RSA-sanctioned formats will be considered for the AFHAB-sponsored panels: 

• Paper Sessions (3 or 4 presenters) 

• Seminars Panel (5 o 6 presenters & pre-circulated 

papers) 

• Lightning Talk Panel (up to 8 presenters) 

• Roundtable (5-8 participants) 

• Workshop (topics suited to a collaborative format) 

 

Senior, mid-career, junior scholars, and advanced doctoral students all have a place in the sessions sponsored by the 

AFHAB, thereby continuing the practices of the library of providing avenues for formal and informal mentoring as 

well as cutting-edge cross-disciplinary research.   

 

If you are interested in offering a panel or paper in Philadelphia, please let Dwight TenHuisen 

(dtenhuis@calvin.edu) know your intentions soon.  We will also consider proposals for individual papers, but 

preference will be given to proposals for complete panels.   

For more information on sponsored sessions and conference policies, please see RSA Annual Meeting Submission 

Guidelines - Annual Meeting Submission Guidelines - Renaissance Society of America 

• Proposal Formats, 

• Additional RSA Conference Policies & 

Practices 

• What’s in a proposal, and  

• RSA Membership and Eligibility 

To submit a panel, please send the following information to Dwight TenHuisen (Calvin University, 

dtenhuis@calvin.edu): 

Panel proposal: 

• session title (15-word maximum) 

• a chair (Dwight may chair up to two panels, and 

presenters cannot chair their own session) 

• a respondent (optional and only for 3-person panels) 

• session abstract (300-word maximum) 

Each paper presenter must submit to the panel organizer: 

• paper title (15-word maximum) 

• paper abstract (200-word maximum) 

• resume (.pdf or .doc upload) 

• PhD or other terminal degree completion year (past or 

expected) 

• full name, current affiliation, and email address

Please adhere strictly to the word counts for online submission and  

submit final materials to Dwight TenHuisen by 1 August 2026. 

Additional guidelines to keep in mind when organizing a session: 

• All proposals must recognize the main mandate to contribute to Renaissance studies (which the RSA 

stipulates as “the cultural dynamic emerging from 1300 to 1700”—papers extending beyond 1700 are 

rejected by the RSA conference committee). 

• An individual may submit one paper abstract for consideration.  

• An active RSA membership is required for all panelists and at least one member of the panel must be a 

member of AF HAB. 

• Graduate students should present material directly related to their doctoral degree (not term papers), and all 

session proposals must include at least one presenter who has received the PhD or other terminal degree in 

https://www.rsa.org/page/ConferenceSubmissionsGuide
mailto:dtenhuis@calvin.edu


their field. Graduate students must be at "post-prelim" stage, and preference will be given to panels with a 

range of academic levels, e.g., professors, experienced professional curators or librarians, and a post-prelim 

student. 

• All participants are warmly encouraged to follow the AF HAB while in Philadelphia to foster the 

community of scholars we all enjoy and have benefitted from. 

To become a member of the AF HAB, please see the download area of “Stiftungen und Freundeskreise” section 

the Herzog Augugust Bibliothek’s website:  Stiftungen und Freundeskreise – HAB 

We look forward to seeing you at next year's RSA in Philadelphia! 

https://www.hab.de/en/stiftungen-und-freundeskreise/

